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Martis 3* die Februar, 1740. | 


Ordered, 


H A T the Thanks of this Houſe be 
given to the Reverend Dr. Matthew 
Hutton, for the Sermon by him preached 


before this Houſe upon Friday laſt, at 


St. Margaret's, Weſtminſter ; wy that he 
be defired to print the fre: - and that 


Mr. Yorke, Mr. Cholmley Turner, Mr. How, 
Sir Foſeph Pennington, Td Mr. Osvaldefion 
do acquaint him therewith. 


N. HardinGE, 
CF Dom. Cum. 


1 PRT ER 1i--1 7. Latter part. 
Fear God. Honour the King. 


HESE Words at the firſt View ſeem to 
contain two diſtin& Precepts, that have 
not an immediate Connection with one ano- 
ther; The firſt relating to our religious Duty, or 
that Homage and Worſhip which is due from all 
reaſonable Creatures to their Creator ; The ſecond 
to our Civil Duty, or that Obedience and Service 
which is owing from eyery Subject to his 
King or reſpective Governors: And in this View 
the Meaning of them would be very comprehen- 
ſive, and in a few Words take in the whole Com- 
paſs of our Duty towards God and Man. 


But upon a cloſer Attention to the whole Paſſage, 
this does not appear to be the true Drift of it: The 
Apoſtle means rather to point out the Dependance 
which theſe two Branches of our Duty haye one 
upon the other, the Subordination that our Duty 
to the Civil Magiſtrate ſtands in to our Duty to- 
wards God, and to intimate the Uſes of Religion 
well underſtood towards carrying on the Ends of 
Civil Government, as well as the Rule of eyery 
private Man's Behaviour, if his religious and civil 
Duty ſhould ever happen to'interfere. Honour the 

A 2 King ; 
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King; pay all Obedience that is due to the King 


or Civil Magiſtrate, and do it in the Fear of God. 
It is a conſiderable Part of every Chriſtian's, Duty 
to be a peaceable and uſeful Member of the Com- 


munity Whereunto he belongs; to ſubmit to the 


Civil Magiſtrate not only for Wrath, but alſo for 
Conſcience ſake ; not only out of the Fear of tem- 
poral Puniſhment, but from the Fear of God, and 
out of a conſciencious Regard to his Will, by whom 
Kings reign and Princes decree Juſtice. 


What gave occaſion to this Paſſage of Scripture, 
as well as to the other Parallel to it in the 13th 
Chapter to the Romans, ſeems to be this: Some of 
the firſt Converts to the Chriſtian Religion, eſpe- 
cially from among the Jets, had form'd to them- 
ſelyes Hopes of great temporal Power and Pri vi- 
leges under the Meſſiah, and lay ing hold on ſome 
Things which Chriſt and his Apoſtles had taught 
concerning the great Liberty of thoſe, who thro' 
Faith in Chriſt became the Children of God, 
wanted immediately to ſhake off all Obedience and 
Subjection to any other Powers whatever. The 
Apoſtles finding the ill Uſe that was made of their 
Maſter's Doctrine, endeavour to rectify their Miſ- 
takes, and to ſignify to them, that Chriſt meant 
not to interfere with Civil Government, or make 
any Alteration in thoſe Forms of it which every 
Community had eſtabliſh'd for itſelf. The Liberty 
that He preach'd was quite of another Nature, be- 


ing 
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ing no other than Freedom from Sin, or from the 
Bondage and Yoke of the Jewiſb ceremonial Law. 
So far was he from aſſerting any other Liberty to 
his Diſciples, that he expreſly declares his Kingdom 
not to be of this World, and enjoyns them to pay 
Tribute, and to render unto Ceſar the Things that 
are Czſar's, as well as, anto God the Things that 
were God's. St. Paul, in Conformity to this Doc- 
trine, requires every Soul to be ſubjet? to the higher 
Powers, without diſtinguiſhing either the Nature 
of thoſe Powers, or Degree of Authority annex'd 
to them; which muſt therefore always be ſuppos d 
to be left to the Diſcretion: of every People to ſettle 
and adjuſt for themſelves according as the Ends of 
Society may be moſt effeQtually anſwer d: And 
St. Peter, in the Verſes before my Text, much to 
the ſame Purpoſe ; Submit yourſebves to every Ordi- 
nance of Man for the Lord's Sake, whether it be 
to the King as Supreme, or unto Governors as unto 
them. that are ſent by him for the Puniſhment of 
Evil Daers, and for the Praiſe of them that da 
well; annexing the Reaſon of this Obligation in 
the following Words; For ſo is the Will of God, 
that with well-doing ye may put to ſilence the Jyno- 
rance of fooliſh Men; that by your Obedience to the 
Civil Laws you may cure the Ignorance of thoſe 
among your Brethren who are fooliſh enough to 
think that no Obedience is due to them; and put 
to Silence thoſe of your Enemies, who from want af 
knowing the true Chriſtian Doctrine, are ready to 


accuſe 
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accuſe it, as deſtructive of the well-being of Civil 
Government: As free and not uſing your Liberty 
for a Cloak of Maliciouſneſs, but as the Servants of 
God : As free indeed from the Bondage of Sin, and 
of the Jeuiſb Law, but not uſing your Chriſtian 
Liberty as a Cloak to withdraw your Obedience 
from the Goyernment you live under, or diſturb the 
Peace of it. Then follow the general Precepts, in 
the Verſe of the Text, as a kind of Summary of 
what is contain'd in the foregoing Verſes. . Honour 
all Men. Love the Brotherhood. Fear God. Honour 
the King. Three of which Precepts very evidently 
relate to thoſe Duties which ariſe from Civil So- 
ciety, pointing out to us the Reſpe& and Honour 
due to all Mankind, as they partake of one com- 
mon Nature with us: The brotherly Love and 
Affection due to all who are either by the Ties of 
Religion or Kindred more immediately allied to us; 
and the Obedience and Homage due to thoſe whom 
the Laws of our Country ſet over us; upon the re- 
gular Obſervance of which all together the Beauty 
and Perfection of every well-govern'd Community 
entirely depends. When therefore the other Pre- 
cept, Fear God, is thrown in amongſt them, it 
muſt reaſonably be ſuppoſed to be with an Eye to 
the Subject which the Apoſtle is here treating of; 
to inculcate the Fear of God as the main Principle 
upon which the regular Obſeryance of the reſt does 
in a great Meaſure depend, and that which in eyery 
Chriſtian's Account all the reſt muſt give way to, 
| if 


C4 
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if any Occurrences ſhould ariſe to make them ; 
claſh with one another, 


— 


The Words thus fully open'd will furniſh a Sub- 
ject of Meditation not unſuitable, I hope, to the 
Occaſion of our preſent Meeting : Since it is too 
true that unhappy Diſſenſions in Matters of Reli- 
gion as well as Civil Policy, gave a Handle to 
wicked Men to introduce into their Country that 
horrible Scene of Confuſion and Bloudſhed, which 
the Wiſdom of the Nation has thought fit to com- 
memorate with the ſad Solemnity of this anniyer- 
fary Faſt. 

And in treating of this Subject I ſhall, firſt 
endeayour to ſhew how neceflary the Fear of 
God is to make us Honour the King ; or, which 
comes to the fame Thing, how neceſſary a Senſe of 
Religion is to excite and cheriſh in our Minds thoſe 
Principles of Virtue, by which the Peace and Proſ- 
perity of any Government can only be maintain'd. 

Secondly, to account for ſome of thoſe Occurrences 
in the Hiſtory of the Chriſtian Religion, that have 
had a contrary Appearance, and rais'd ſome Prejudi- 
ces againſt it upon this Account; and to conclude 
with an Application that ariſes naturally from the 
Subject before me. 


And Firſt , Whoeyer conſiders the Reaſon that 
makes Goyernment neceſſary to the well-being of 
Man as a ſocial Creature, muſt be convinc'd of the 


Neceſlity of Religion, or the Fear of God, to make 
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him Honour the King, or anſwer the End and 3 
ſe for which all Government is appointed. 
The Reaſon that lays Men under a Neceſſity of 

forming themſelves under ſome Government or 

other, is to lay a Reftraint upon their irregular 

Wills and Appetites, their unruly Affections and 

Paſſions, which wont allow them to be happy with- 

out it: For as theſe vary almoſt to an infinite De. 

gree according to the Variety of Men's Ages and 

Tempers, and the various Objects that excite them 

were they to be left unbridled, the Miſchiefs ariſing 

from them would be infinite alſo, and deftroy the very 

Poſſibility of enjoying any Comfort or Happineſs in 

Society. Now the utmoſt Extent of human Laws 

can reach no farther than the regulating of our 

outward Actions; and as it is found by Experience 
that the very beſt Laws can hardly be fo framed, 
but the Wit of Man will find Ways of evading 
them, ſo may we be convinced by the Proſecutions 
in our Courts of Juſtice, that neither Fines nor Diſ- 
grace, neither Bonds nor Impriſonments, nor even 
Death itſelf in the moſt painful and ignominious 
Manner it can be inflicted, are ſufficient to ſuppreſs 


the Diſorders and Miſchief that the Wickedneſs of 


Men's Hearts will tempt them to commit. And 
what then muſt we imagine would be the Caſe, if 
there were not any Senſe of Religion impreſs'd upon 
our Minds? If our Youth were to be train'd up 
without any Fear of God ? without any Impreſſions 


of his Fayour to thoſe who do well, or of the 
Terror 
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Terror of his Judgment upon every Soul that doth 
Evil? The Conſequence is but too evident and plain, 
that Iniquity would every where abound; that 
Confuſion and Miſery inſtead of Order and Peace 
would ariſe from Numbers of Men meeting in 
Society together. The ripening Paſſions would be 
too quick for the Deductions of ſober Reaſon, which 
every one in that caſe would be leſt to make for 
himſelf: The preſent Gratification of every impor- 
tunate Deſire would generally prevail, and the 
Weak and Innocent become an eaſy Prey to the 
Powerful and Crafty, till by this Means the good 
and well-diſpos'd Part of Mankind were either de- 
ſtroy'd, or left to groan under the Tyranny of 
their O ppreſſors. | 


For however true it may be in Speculation, that 
if eyery one could diſcern what was equitable in his 
Dealings with other Men, and would reſolye 
ſteadily to purſue it, they might live happily toge- 
ther, and not want ſo much as the Aſſiſtance of 
human Laws to cement their Intereſt, and ſecure to 
every Man the Enjoyment of the Fruits of his 
own Induſtry ; yet he muſt be a Stranger to the 
World that Joes not ſee the Matter of Fact to be 
otherwiſe; and that the Generality of Men are 
either ſo blinded with Ignorance, that they cannot 
diſcern their Duty, or oyer-rul'd by Paſſion, that 
they will not regularly obſerye it. And from 
this Fact alone may fairly be inferr'd the vere 

B RR 
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neſs of Religion to the well-being of every Com- 
munity ; how neceſſary the Impreſſions of it are to 
add Weight and Authority to the beſt human Laws 
that can be deviſed, and how expedient it is to pre- 
ſerve in the Mind a conſtant Fear of God, and to 
keep it awake to thoſe natural Admonitions of Con- 
ſcience he has given it, in order to make us Honour 
the King, and anſwer all the Ends of Government 
_ which he 1s appointed, 


But further ; I would obſerve, that the Fear of 
God is of great Uſe to Government, not only from 
the Impreſſions it gives of his incontroulable Power, 
but alſo from the natural Tendency it has to make 
us ſeek that Knowledge. and improve thoſe Diſpo- 
fitions of the Mind from which true and ſolid Hap- - 
pineſs can alone be en to in W 
2 


. The "Rye God muſt always difpoſe the Heart | 
to obey him; and a Diſpoſition to obey, if it be 
ſincere, will always create a Thirſt after the Know- 


ledge of his Will whom we are to obey, and 


quicken our Application in the Search and Study of it. 
Hence it is that Solomon calls the Fear of the Lord, 
the Beginning, the Inſiruftion, and the Perfettion 
of Wiſdom, from the natural Tendency it has to 
excite the Deſire, and to encourage and confirm us 
in the Purſuit of it. And what is this Wiſdom, 
but the gs wherein our real and true 

Happineſs 


r 
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HappinefG conſiſts, and the right Means of ob- 
taining it 


Now if the Happineſs of Man in this Life be 
confeſſedly the End of Government, the Queſtion 
will be how far and in what manner does Religion 
or the Fear of God contribute to this End? And 
this it does not only by enjoyning a peaceable Subs 
miſſion to thoſe, whom the Laws of our Country 
have ſet over us, but by ſhewing the Deformity 
and deſtructive Nature of Sin on the one hand, and 
the Amiableneſs and PerfeQion: of Virtue on the 
other. Religion indeed teaches our Duty to God as 
well as Man. It teaches us to love, to honour, to 
fear, and obey him, to avoid ſetting up any other 
Object of Worſhip, or making any ſuperſtitious 
Uſe of it, never to ſwear falſly by his holy Name, 
but to uſe it reyerently upon all Occaſions, - and 
allot a reaſonable Part of 'our time for the Adora- 
tion of him. Theſe are apt firſt to occur to the 
Mind as the Duties of Religion, and in many Peo- 
ple's Account to be all they mean by it; and 
altho' even theſe are of ſingular Uſe towards the 
good Governnient of the World, and neceſſary to 
be well underftood and obſery'd as the Foundation 
upon which every one's Religion ought to be built, 
yet are they far from being the whole of it. For 
hear what the Prophet teaches upon this Head. 
Mich. vi. 7th, and 8th. Mill the Lord be pleaſed 


with Thouſands of Rams, or ten Thouſands of Ni- 
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vers of Oy? Shall 1 give my firſt born for my 
Tranſgreſſion, the Fruit of my Body for the Sin of 
my Soul? He hath ſhew'd thee, O Man, what is 


good; And what doth the Lord require of thee but 


to do juſtly, and to love Mercy, and to walk humbly 
with thy God? Whereby you ſee that Juſtice, Mer- 
cy, and Humility have evidently the Preference 
given them to the external Rites of Worſhip, even 
when external Rites had a yery conſiderable Streſs 
laid upon them by the Law of God. The Writings 
of the New Teſtament are much fuller to this Pur- 
poſe. Our Saviour himſelf expresſly gives Mercy 
the Preference to Sacrifice : He explains occaſionally 
almoſt every ſocial Duty at large, and. enforces the 
Practice of them under the Pain of God's Diſplea- 
ſure, declaring that the Law and the Prophets, the 
Drift and Deſign of them hangs principally upon the 
Obſervance of this Precept; Whatſoever ye would 
that Men ſhould do unto you, even ſo do unto them. 


Now who that reflects at all upon the Nature and 
End of Civil Government does not ſee, that the De- 
ſign of all human Laws either is or ought to be di- 
rected to the very ſame Point. To preſeribe and 
encourage the Practice of Juſtice and Mercy, and 
to deter Men as much as poſſible from the Com- 
miſſion of Violence and Murder, of Adultery, 
Theſt, and Rapine, of Slander and Perjury; and if 
Religion goes ſtill a little farther than human Laws 
can be extended, and forbids even coyeting of what 


belongs 


J 
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belongs to other Men; this ſtrengthens the Argu- 

ment I am now upon, ind ſhews the additional Ser- 

vice of Religion to Government, in that it lays a 
Reſtraint upon the miſchieyous Appetites and Paf- 

ſions of the human Soul, which are the Springs of 

all the Diſorder and Oppreſſion we ſee in the 
World. 


If mis then be a true Repreſentation of Religion, 
and this T am very confident is what both Reaſon 
and Revelation well underſtood teaches it to be, 
the Connection betwixt fearing God and honouring 
the King muſt be very cloſe: The Love of Reli- 
gion and of our Country will coincide, and the 
Pſalmiſt's Obſervation always hold ood. Pſalm 
Kxxv. 9. and 10. Salvation will be nigh thoſe 
that fear him, that Glory may dwell in our Land ; 

when Mercy and Truth are met rogether, Righreou- 
neſs and Peace will kiſs each a9. 


\ 

But howeyer cloſely united the Intereſt of Govens 
ment is with Religion; may it not ſometimes happen, 
that they will interfere with each other? nay, has it not 
_ often happen d in fact, that Men have beer laid under 
the hard Neceſſity of either worſhipping God in a man- 
ner different from what they approy'd, or of fore- 
going ſome of the Privileges they might otherwiſe 
enjoy from the Community whereof they are Mem- 
bers? Undoubtedly this has, and will ſometimes 
happen to be the Caſe. But this ariſes not from any 


thing in the Nature of Religion, inconſiſtent with 
that 
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"that of Government, but from: the ImperfeQion of of 


Men, either in miſunderſtanding their reſpective In- 
tereſts, or ſome ſiniſter View. in the VERIFY 


of them, 


The Buſineb of Goverment 3 is to take care of 
Men's temporal Intereſt, and promote their Happis 
neſs as much as poſſible in this World: The Buſi- 
neſs of Religion to ſecure their eternal Intereſt and 
Happineſs with God. And ſuch is the Goodneſs of 
God as to declare and ſhew unto Man that the very 
ſame Means are the only true means of ſecuring 
both: That the ſame Truth and Sincerity. in our 
Dealings with one another, the ſame Juſtice. and 
Equity, the loving Kindneſs and Charity; the Hu- 
mility, Gratitude, and Temperance which will re- 
commend us to his Favour, and entitle us to the 
Promiſes of hereaſter Bliſs, will as ſurely as we duly 
obſerve them promote the Peace and Welfare, the 
Comfort and Happineſs of each other here. And 
on the other hand, that Oppreſſion and Cruelty, 
Falſhood and Hypocriſy, that Pride, Intemperance, 
and Ingratitude will as-certainly expoſe Men to the 


Severity of God's Judgment, as they naturally tend 
to deſtroy the Peace of Government, and frequently 


carry their own Puniſhment along with them in this 


World. So that whenever our Religious and Civil 
Intereſt do ha 


ppen to, interfere, it cannot happen 


from any Difference in the Nature of Things them- 
felyes, or any Inconſiſtency in the Means neceſſary 
van K. n *r1 ned 
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to promote each, but muſt ariſe from the Miſun- 
derftanding or Miſapplication of them. The Truth 
of the Matter ſeems to be this: As Man in his na- 
tural State by the abuſe of his Liberty made the 
Reſtraints of Government neceſſary to ſecure his 
Happineſs as a ſociable Creature; fo by the abuſe 
of Power after Men were form'd into Societies, or 

miſtaking that for Religion, which is nothing elſe 
but rank Superſtition or Enthuſiaſm; the Bounda- 
ries of Religion and Government have occaſionally 
been confounded, and the Uſes of both towards the 
real Benefit of Society i in a great Meaſure defeated. 


When the Chriſtian Religion firf made its Ap 
pearance in the World, the Religion of 7adea was 
the Moſaick Diſpenfition, and of the Gentile World 
the grofeſt Idolatry and Snperftition. Hence St. 
Paul declares his preaching the Doctrine of Chrift 

crucified to be to the eus a Stumbling Block, and 
to the Greeks fooliſhneſs ;, and hence the Chriftian 
Religion being not rightly underſtood by either, and 
ſeeming to interfere with the Intereſts of their re- 
ſpective Governments, as it certainly did with the 
Vice and unlawful Pleaſures of the, World; the 
Proſeſſors of it were expos'd. to the grcareft Suf- 
ferings, and liv'd in a State of almoſt continued Per- 
ſecution upwards of three hundred Years. In this 
Period of time the Novelty of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion and the Prejudices of the People in fayour of 
the old Superſtition they had been brought up in, 


gave the generality of the Powers of the World an 
Ayerſion 
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Averſion to it out of an Apprehenſion of = 90 


their reſpective Governments from the Change. 


The Powers of the World were at Variance with the 
true Religion from their Want of underſtanding the 
Nature of it; and the Profeſſors of the true Reli- 


gion expos'd to the moſt cruel Hardſhips, becauſe 
they would not renounce the Truth, but choſe ra- 
ther to obey God than Man in thoſe Inſtances where 
it was impoſſil ble to obey them both. 


When the'Chriftian Doctrines « came Ader wu to 
to be better underſtood, and the Powers of the 


World ſatisfied from the peaceable Submiſſion of 


true Believers, that they were generally every 
where good Subjects, and their Religion, when 
rightly underſtood and obſerved, would have a di- 
rect Tendency to promote the Peace and Proſperity 
of Government: The Heat heniſb Worſhip was ſoon 
aboliſh'd, and the Chriſtian eſtabliſh'd in its Place. 
The Intereſt of true Religion and Government ap- 
peared to be the ſame, and the Fear of God to ſecure 
the Honour due unto the King. But alaſs! the 
good Effects that might reaſonably be expected from 
hence began ſoon to abate, the Ambition of aſpiring 
Men perverted our holy Religion to ſerve the Pur- 
poſes of tyrannical Power; till by Degrees the 
Doctrines of it became ſo many Funds to raiſe 
Wealth for the Support of the Popes of Rome, and 
the Worſhip degenerated into idolatrous Superſti- 


tion as eu, of God as any the Heathens ever 
r ent 
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practiſed. The Powers of the World did but too 
much countenance theſe Uſurpations. The People 
were tied down in Ignorance, and forbid to ſtudy 
the Religion they profeſs'd; and for many Years 
thoſe few, who had Wiſdom to diſcern the Truth 
and Courage to maintain it, were expos'd to as cruel 
Perſecutions as any the Primitive Chriſtians ever felt. 


Such was the general State of Chriſtendom at the 
time of the Reformation; when our brave Fore- 
fathers feeling ſenſibly the hard Neceſlity of either 
diſſembling what they believ'd, or yielding to the 
Severities of Papal Power, under the Conduct of an 
enterpriſing Prince ſhook off the foreign Yoke. 
Religion was taken under the fame Protection with 
the People's Civil Rights; and after ſome little Shocks, 
which the Change of the governing Hands, and bal- 
lancing of various Claims and Powers will upon ſuch 
great Alterations ever be attended withal, religious 
and civil Liberty ſeem'd again to revive under the 
Shelter of the ſame good Laws, and thro' the 
flouriſhing, Reign of an illuſtrious Queen, to give the 
Joyful Proſpect of their long Continuance by means 
of a legal ſettled Government. 

But — as if there were ſomewhat too delicate in 
the Nature of true Liberty for the degenerate Sons 
of Men, either perfectly to come at, or long enjoy; 
in the ſucceeding Reign Affairs began to put on a 
different Aſpect, and tend to the contrary Extreme. 
A Zeal for purer Diſcipline and Worſhip, which 
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may charitably be ſuppos d to have firſt ariſen among 


well-meaning Chriſtians grew too warm: In proceſs 


of time religious Sectaries increas'd ; unreafonable 
Conteſts about Eccleſiaſtical Power enſued ; and fall- 
ing in with the Diſcontents ariſing from ſome unjuſti- 
fiable Meaſures of Civil Government, gave occaſion 
to the common Enemy to blow the Coals, till the 
Flame of an inteſtine War broke out and conſumed 
our People, deſtroyed our Laws, murder'd our 
King, and inſtead of a legal Conſtitution in Church 
and State, laid our Country under the ſeyere Diſci- 
pline of Anarchy and lawleſs Power. 


But whence aroſe theſe Jars and Diſcord, that 
have been ſo fatal in their Conſequences to the reli- 
gious and civil Liberties of Men? Can they fairly 
be charged to any one Doctrine or Precept in the 
Chriſtian Inſtitutes? did they not always ſpring from 
the Ignorance or Abuſes of them? The Jews miſ- 
underſtood their Law and Prophets: The Heathens 
were abſolutely ignorant of the true Religion and 
the peaceable Doctrines of it. Hence both conſpir d 
to perſecute the Profeſſors, and ſtifle the Propaga- 
tion of it. 


The Authors of the Miſchiefs which have ſince 
aroſe, cannot, I am afraid, fairly plead Ignorance 
in their excuſe. The pretended Succeſſors of St. 
Peter and St. Paul claim'd that Obedience to them- 
ſelves, which the Apoſtles taught and praQtis'd to- 


wards their lawful Goyernors. 
The 
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The Sectaries, got looſe from the Reſtraints « of 
Papal Power, would either bear no Reſtraint at all, 
or only ſuch as were of their own impoſing. The 
firſt ſuppreſs'd the Truth to cover their unjuſt 
Uſurpations over the Conſciences of Men; the lat- 
ter perverted it to ſupport the Claim of boundleſs 
Liberty: And hence may all theſe Diſorders be 
accounted for, whilſt true and uncorrupt Religion 
continues ſtill the ſame and will always go hand in 
hand with lawful Government. Their Intereſt, duly 
conſidered and obſery'd, will ever appear to be inſe- 
parable, and the higheſt State of Proſperity that any 
Nation can arrive at will be when they mutually 
aid each other; when the Fear of God is inſtrumen- 
tal in deriving Energy to the Laws and Honour to 
the Crown, and when the Authority of both King 
and Laws encourages the Fear of God in the 
People. 


I proceed to the Application of what has been 
ſaid. And firſt, from what has been ſaid may be 
inferr'd the Folly of thoſe, who would be thought 
Friends to Society, to Order and Government, and 
yet deſpiſe the Chriſtian Religion, and ridicule the 
Believers of it. For even ſuppoſing that the 
Chriſtian Religion had not come ſo powerfully re- 
commended to Mankind; ſuppoſing it had. wanted 
the Authority of Miracles to give a Sanction to the 
divine Original of it, yet the Reaſonableneſs of its 
Precepts, and the Tendency they have to promote 
the Peace and Welfare of human Society muſt re- 
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commend it to the Notice, and procure the Eſteem 
of every Well-wiſher to the Race of Men. The 
Chriſtian Religion meddles not, that I know of, 
with the Modes of Government or civil Liberties of 
Men: It leaves them where it finds them, ſettled 
under God's good Providence according to the Diſ- 
cretion or contingent Circumſtances of every People; 
and only recommends Obedience to the Powers 
that be, aud to render every one their Dues, Tri- 
bute to whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, 
Fear to whom Fear, and to whom Honour. 


The Diſturbances therefore and Perſecutions that 


have ariſen among the differing Parties of Chriſtians 
cannot fairly be imputed to their Religion itſelf, 
but to the Abuſes of it. And ſurely the Abuſe of 
any good Thing can never be a reaſonable Cauſe 
for rejecting the Thing itſelf. We may juſt as rea- 
ſonably quarrel with our Food and Raiment, be- 
cauſe they are ſometimes abuſed thro' Intemperance 
or Pride, as quarrel with our Religion becauſe ſome 
Men have been wicked enough to make a Tool of 
it to ſerve their Ambition, or gratify their Re- 
venge. Let the Blame always fall where it ought; 
let all proper Means be thought of to reform the 
Abuſe ; but let not our holy Religion itſelf ſuffer, 
becauſe ſome Men have. perverted the true _ 
and Deſign of it. And therefore; | 


- Secondly, to prevent the Abuſes that are too apt 
to ſpring from the Oppoſitions of religious and civil 
Rights, or any undue Combination of them, the 

utmoſt 
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to adjuſt their reſpective Claims. Exceſs of Liberty 
may be as fatal to ſocial Happineſs, as Exceſs of 
Power: And an overheated Mind under the imagi- 
nary Direction of a Divine Influence may work out 
Schemes of Religion as deſtructive of true and rea- 
ſonable Government, as the monſtrous Claim of 
Supremacy over all the Kingdoms of the Earth. 
Our Country has had the woful Experience of both: 
And what ſhould that Experience teach us but to 
guard againſt the private Views of that factious and 
ambitious Spirit from whence ſuch Evils riſe ? To 
bleſs the good Providence of God who has placed 
us under a well-temper'd legal Government, where 
every one that will give the common Pledge of Fi- 
delity to it, may have the free Exerciſe of his Re- 
ligion unmoleſted and ſecure? And to pay all the 
Honour and Obedience to the excellent King who 
now reigns over us, that his inviolable Attachment 
to our Country's Laws, and conſtant Care for the 
impartial Execution of them calls for and ROS 


The Duties of Humility * Wa that 


Religion teaches, ſhould at leaſt make Men ac- 


quieſce under the little Inconyeniences which ne- 
ceſſarily ariſe from the current State of human 
Affairs, rather than for the ſake of them diſturb 
the publick Weal : And whilſt the Lives and Pro- 
perty of every Individual are ſecured: by the fame 
equal Laws, and a free accceſs for the Redreſs of 
every Violation. of them is open to all — ſurely 


it 
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it can never be the Diddate of 4 publick Spirit to 
raiſe Suſpicions, or foment any popular Diſcontents 
on account of the unavoidable Inequalities of Wealth 
and Power, which no Community can ſubſiſt 
without. | 


Our Anceſtors, many brave and honeſt Men in 
the times, which we now with pain remember, ſaw 
when it was too late the Danger of puſhing Com- 
plaints of even real Grieyances too far. Be it our 


Care to learn from thence, at leaſt, not to create ima- 


ginary ones, or to grow malicious under the extra- 
ordinary Share of Liberty we now enjoy. 


But laſtly; ya the Preacher s Duty prompts him 
rather than enter into State Affairs, let me exhort 
every private Perſon to conſider the Duty he owes 
to God, together with the Relation he ſtands in to 
the Publick, in order to act his own part well. 
The Strength and Happineſs of the whole muſt 
always depend upon the juſt and regular Movement 
of every Part. And ought not every one then to 
be very ſure that he has fulfilled his own Duty 
right, before he is haſty to find Fault, or eager in 
caſting Reproaches upon the Methods of ordering 
that Community whereof himſelf makes one ? 

So far is the Chriſtian Religion from ſetting all 
upon a Level, and deſtroying the Diſtinctions, 


whereby Mankind are diverſified in eyery well-or- 


der'd Government, that there is an expreſs Provi- 
ſion made of Precepts for almoſt all the Variety of 
Caſes 
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Caſes in our Behaviour that can ariſe, And who- 
ever will look into the Scriptures with an humble, 
honeſt Mind, will find every Part of his ſocial Duty 
very plainly. mark d out to him, from the Honour 
and Obedience due to the King, to the Fidelity and 
Reſpect that is owing to every private Maſter; as 
well as the reciprocal Duties of Protection and Fa- 
vour, of Gentleneſs and Love to every Inferior that 


deſeryes it. Would every one therefore, laying 
aſide all Queſtions of Contention and Strife, peruſe 


the Scriptures with a ſincere Deſire of finding his 
own Duty in them; would he ſfudy as they direct 
him, fo be quiet and mind his own Buſineſs : Would 
every one lay the Foundation of his Political Know- 
ledge and PraQtice in the Study of his own Cha- 
rater and Station; would he confine his Views 
within that Sphere of Action, which under the Pro- 
vidence of God his Birth or Genius, his Education 
or Profeſſion have allotted him; and make the ho- 
neſt Induſtry of the Virtuous and Brave the Object 
of his Emulation, rather than the glittering She w of 
luxurious Wealth and Power: What a happy Scene 
of Harmony and Order, of Profperity and Strength, 
would there at once be introduced amongſt us? The 
Whiſpers of malicious Envy would then be no more 
heard: The wicked Hopes that are fed by the mer- 
cenary Views of unlawful Gain would vaniſh ; 
and the Workings of diſappointed Rage would 
ceaſe, Our excellent Conſtitution would then be 
able to ſhew itſelf in its full Beauty and Vigour ; 

and 
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and the Britiſb Nation, inftead of 
tion and am Hing, as the unlappy DilttaQtions.of” | 
former Times have made her, would ecm v 
Joy and the Praiſe of the whole Barth; d that © 
every one would ſay, Happy are the B 22 
are in ſuch a Caſe, yea bleſſed are the Foray 

have the Lord for their God, WO 
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